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303-726-8231 
or 303-674-0212 

Metro Brokers/at Evergreen

503 Sunshine Lane •  $998,000
5520 Sq. Ft. • 6+ Acres  • Gentle Slope • South Facing

Horse Property • Soda Creek • New Carpet & New Granite

O n  T h e  M o v e F i t n e s s

Please accept our invitation to get your New Year started off in the right direction!

$150 
off first 3 months of Studio membership 

plus a free Fitness Assessment 

Studio membership includes: 
• Personalized fitness program designed just for you 
• Unlimited monthly visits
• NSCA Certified Personal Trainer instruction
• A fun place to workout!

$200  
Savings 

Call Dave or Deb at (303) 816-1409 or visit us at www.onthemovefitness.com 
Located directly across 285 from the Conifer Safeway

nce upon a time, or about 75 years
ago, Marcus Wright built a beauti-
ful castle nestled along Bear Creek

northeast of Kittredge. The fourteen-
room stone masterpiece featured turrets,

battlements, a waterwheel, and even a moat.
But the castle and its grounds became neg-
lected over the years, and it took a team of
men who were rebuilding their own lives to
bring Dunafon Castle back to life.

Mike Dunafon credits Step 13 with the
dramatic restoration of the overgrown prop-
erty that had fallen into disrepair, especially
following the tragic deaths of past owners
Bill and Tasmin Barnes, along with their
daughter, Paula.

It took Wright, the owner of a Denver
engineering and manufacturing business, and
his friends eleven years to complete Castle
Springs Ranch. “Marcus Wright was a
genius,” Dunafon added. 

Wright directed water from Bear Creek to
his nearly 22-foot tall overshot waterwheel,
which connected to one of the two hydroelec-
tric plants on site. The 40-kilowatt and 60-
kilowatt units supplied free electricity and hot
water heat to the entire castle. “It is said the
free electric power this place produces would
cost over $20,000 per year if purchased from
an outside source,” Wright wrote. Electricity
also powered the 18-gauge miniature railroad
that ran along one-half mile of rails around
the property.

Wright used stone quarried on the 17-
acre property for the exterior of the 13,000-
square-foot, Grecian-style castle. “The castle
was actually Scottish/English/Irish design,”

Dunafon said. “But the crusades reached all
the way to Greece, where the castles were
similar [to Dunafon castle]. Dunafon is an
Irish name. I like to think that the Irish castle
now has an Irish name to go with it.”

Inside, light fixtures shaped as miniature
metal castle towers illuminate the monolithic
terrazzo floors, spiral staircase, and arched
doorways. Custom hardware and doorknobs,
designed as curled maple leaves, are visible
everywhere. Wright took great care to pre-
serve views from every vantage point and
installed arched, double pane glass windows
that were free of mullion bars. 

Wright’s description of the kitchen illus-
trates the forethought he placed in the entire
castle design, with such new innovations as a
built-in dishwasher and home telephone.
“Everything is built in of steel. Six plate,
double oven, electric range of steel.
Cupboard work consists of fourteen large
steel drawers, three small steel drawers, six
swing-type drawers, and two circular sliding
shelf enclosures (under sink). Large dumb-
waiter from wine or fruit cellar. Electric
refrigerator with eight special steel drawers
built under same. General Electric dish-
washer was built in. Two stainless steel sinks
with three faucets each for cold, hot, and
boiling water. Telephone, which can be used
either in the kitchen hallway or living room,
is enclosed in neat stainless steel circle top
with door compartment. Incinerator built in
and large enough so no cleaning out need be
done but once a year. Concealed built-in
laundry chute from kitchen and hall. Door

Dunafon Castle
Photos and story by Ellen Nelson
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See Dunafon Castle on next page Finished castle after 1941

The castle today
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from kitchen to back porch and back yard
with no steps up or down.”

The main floor also featured a spiral
staircase leading to the fruit and wine cave,
four-car garage and guest rooms below; the
master suite, several bedrooms and bath-
rooms, a large living room centerpieced by a
large stone fireplace, and the dining room are
located in the main circular tower.

“The dining room is equipped with a
large, antique table,” Wright continued.
“When seated for dinner, everyone can
command a view across the table of the
mountains, the canyon, the trees, the roaring
river, and the waterwheel. This is without a

doubt, one of the most picturesque views that
can possibly be imagined.”

“You couldn’t see the creek from any-
where on the property,” Dunafon recalled
when Step 13 began clearing the estate last
summer. "There was overgrowth and trash
everywhere.” Dunafon was determined to
bring the castle back to its original grandeur.

When Wright died, the castle went into a
trust. For the next several years, the castle
was intermittently empty, rented out, and was
even reputed to having been a gambling hall
and brothel. William and Tamsin Barnes pur-
chased the castle in 1969 and renamed it the
Barnes Castle. “When the Barnes family
bought it, the castle and grounds were in ter-
rible shape,” Barnes wrote. “The roof leaked,

water was running down
the inside walls out of the
conduit, about seven of the
special castle light fixtures
were gone, only 30 percent
of the electrical wiring
worked, the power house
was inoperable, and the
grounds and lakes were
overgrown like a jungle.”

Barnes made sweeping
changes to the castle,
cutting down the scrub
trees and willows that
choked the three ponds and
moat. They carpeted most
of the rooms and glued
Astroturf to the terrazzo
floor on the back porch.
The all-steel kitchen was

gutted except for the custom steel table built
into the floor of the breakfast nook. An island
covered the laundry chute and dumbwaiter.
The huge four-car garage was converted to an
entertainment room, with kitchen and full-
size gambling equipment installed. Barnes
intended to build a pool on the terrace outside
the game room.

But his plans were shattered when
Barnes, his wife, and daughter boarded the
EgyptAir Flight 990 en route from New York
City to Cairo on Halloween morning, 1999.
The Boeing 767 reached a cruising altitude of
33,000 feet, then mysteriously dove into the
Atlantic Ocean, about sixty miles south of
Nantucket. The transcript of the recovered

cockpit voice recorder quotes Relief First
Officer Gamil El Batouty as repeatedly
saying, “I rely on God,” while the pilot,
Ahmed Mahmoud El Habashy, tried desper-
ately to bring the plane out of the nosedive.
His last words were, “Pull with me.”

Controversy still surrounds the tragedy
that killed 203 passengers and 14 crewmem-
bers that day. And it put future plans for
Barnes Castle into a tailspin.

“It must have been pretty overwhelm-
ing to maintain the castle after that,”
Dunafon speculated, “after losing your
parents and sister.”

Attempts to sell the castle fell through,
until Mike Dunafon and Debbie Matthews
saw its potential in 2004, nearly five years
after the accident. 

Once again, the castle was in significant
disrepair. Dunafon realized that his biggest
challenge to restore and maintain the castle
was securing a reliable labor force. He con-
tacted Bob Coté of Step 13, the nonprofit
transitional living program for addicted
homeless who are motivated to become pro-
ductive members of society.

“I had met Mike through Ed Thomas on
the Denver City Council,” Coté said. “Mike

is Deputy Mayor of Glendale. He started to
use men from Step 13 here and there, and he
was satisfied. He told me he needed ten to
twelve guys to come up and help him with
this castle. I came up to see it, and I
thought, Boy, this guy is crazy; this place
has been abandoned for years!”

Dunafon knew exactly what he was
doing. He devised a restoration plan based on
existing blueprints, photographs, interviews
with surviving members of the Barnes and
Wright families, and recommendations from
professionals and artisans with period knowl-
edge. He hired engineer R. A. “Skip”
Campbell, an expert on the knob and tube
electrical wiring and ancient plumbing used
throughout the castle. “This was an indus-
trial-sized project,” Dunafon laughed.

The men from Step 13 began cleaning
immediately, cutting trees, hauling
garbage, sanding, painting, ripping up
carpet and Astroturf, and rebuilding walls.
“It was a win-win situation,” Coté added.
“It gave [the Step 13 workers] a purpose in
life. They got involved; there was a lot of
self-pride. They took ownership in what
they were doing.”

Above: Dining room 

Right: Wine cellar

Below: Gargoyles 
illuminate to guard 

the castle

Wright directed water from Bear Creek to his nearly 22-foot tall overshot waterwheel,
which connected to one of the two hydroelectric plants on site. The 40-kilowatt and 60-

kilowatt units supplied free electricity and hot water heat to the entire castle. 

From Dunafon Castle on previous page

See Dunafon Castle on page 24
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“Skip came to me one day and said, ‘Do
you believe in life after death?’ ” Dunafon
recalled. Campbell had compiled a book,
researching the origin and engineering of the
overshot waterwheel and power plant. “He
had a picture of an identical waterwheel, the
Campbell Waterwheel on the East Coast, and
the man who designed it. That man was
Skip’s father’s uncle … and, like the name on
the generator, Skip’s first name is ‘Ralph.’ ”

It’s hard to imagine the castle in a
rundown condition now that the walls are
freshly painted and elegant paintings of the
castle and grounds, painted by Dr. Robert
Cloyd, grace the thick, arched walls. “I love it
here,” caretaker Jesse Bissett of Step 13 said.
“It’s like working in a fairy tale. How many
people get to work in a castle?”

Dunafon is now focusing on sharing the
advantages of the scenic and serene location.
“The castle is occasionally used for charity ben-
efits. Proceeds from events go to support the
continuing success of those in Step 13, Central
City’s Opera program for youth, and the
YMCA,” Dunafon explained. “The castle ponds
have been restocked, and a plan to promote the
development of fly-fishing programs for youth
in conjunction with the Colorado Fish and Game
Department, local fly-fishing organizations, and
through a generous donation of fly-fishing
equipment from Eagle Claw is under way.”

“It’s not about us,” Dunafon concluded.
“We need to take care of the castle, because
it’s a legacy. It’s a peaceful place.”
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• PRIVATE, ON CUL-DE-SAC, MATURE TREES, 
.88 ACRES BACKING TO RIDGE OPEN SPACE

• INCREDIBLE ARCHITECTURE, HIGH QUALITY FINISHES

THROUGHOUT, CENTRAL A/C

• STUNNING HOME WITH 5 BEDROOMS, 6 BATHS, 
HARDWOOD & SLATE FLOORS, BERBER CARPET

• GOURMET ENTERTAINER’S KITCHEN WITH WALK-IN

PANTRY, BUTLER’S PANTRY, 9X9 NOOK

• SPACIOUS LIVING ROOM WITH STYLISH SLATE

FIREPLACE, VAULTED CEILING, HUGE WINDOWS

• HUGE FORMAL DINING ROOM WITH BEAUTIFUL

CHANDELIER, MEDIA ROOM WITH BOSE SOUND

• LARGE MASTER BEDROOM SUITE, LARGE WALK-IN

CLOSET, VAULTED CEILING, FIREPLACE

• FIVE-PIECE MASTER BATH, TRAVERTINE TILE, 
JETTED TUB, EXTENSIVE LIGHTING

• HUGE PRIVATE WRAP-AROUND DECK, PERFECT

FOR ENTERTAINING

• 3-CAR OVERSIZED ATTACHED GARAGE, WORKROOM-
EXTENSIVE STORAGE SPACE

• CONVENIENT TO SCHOOLS, SHOPPING, HIKING TRAILS,
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION-GREAT I-70 COMMUTE

Calll Debbiee Propeck
“When Communication & Experience are Key”

303-679-56433 •• 720-301-3677

1441 Alyeska Court
Evergreen, CO $849,500

TERRIFIC LOCATION IN THE RIDGE

303-674-6667

*Variable annuity prospectuses with more complete information,including investment objectives, risks, charges and
expenses, will be available at the seminar. Please read and consider the prospectus carefully before you invest or send
money. Earnings are taxed upon withdrawal; earnings withdrawn before age 59 1/2 may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.
Unit values will fluctuate with market conditions; you may receive more or less than your original investment when
redeeming shares. †Guarantee based on the claims-paying ability of the insurance company.

•  F R E E  S E M I N A R  •

Patty DeLucas, CPA, CFP®

Financial Consultant

32186 Castle Court, Suite 300

Evergreen, CO 80439

(303) 670-9122

DON’T LET TAXES STUNT YOUR 
PORTFOLIO’S GROWTH.

“Plan for Your Financial Future With Annuities”

Learn the strategies to help you:

Take advantage of the cumulative benefits 
of tax-deferred investing*

Receive income for life† • Control risk • Avoid probate

AND MORE

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND OUR

FREE SEMINAR

Seating is limited. Call Alicia at (303) 670-9122 to reserve your spot.

Tuesday, January 31 OR Tuesday, February 7, 2006 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Mt. Vernon Country Club

24933 Clubhouse Circle, Golden CO (303) 526-0616

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC

AND FINE JEWELRY

EXPERT REPAIRS, CUSTOM WORK & APPRAISALS

S I M P L E

KING SOOPERS SHOPPING CENTER
1193 BERGEN PARKWAY, UNIT N ~ EVERGREEN, CO 80439 ~ 303-674-6673

At Daniel Diamonds we import diamonds from our family-owned 

factories in Isreal. Our diamond studs selection range from .10 ct total

weight to 4.00 ct total weight. Available in yellow and white gold.

ELEGANCE

Perhaps their biggest challenge was the
power plant. “The waterwheel had been
stuck in the mud for fifty years,” Dunafon
estimated. “And the powerhouse was calf-
deep in trash. The Step guys sifted though
the dirt and trash with screens like [an
archeological] dig. We sifted out everything
we could find—bolts and small parts—to
put the turbine and the generator back
together. All of the bolts had to be refur-
bished. You can’t even buy bolts like these
anymore.” Step 13 men sanded years of
paint and grime from the hydroelectric gen-
erator, uncovering the name “Ralph”
painted on the metal. When the power plant
began to take shape again, Campbell made a
startling discovery.

From Dunafon Castle story on page 23

Water wheel, after 1941


